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(CpVhe great quantity of matter that was in type 
after the last number was issued, has compelied us 
to fill a portion of the present sheet with deferred 
articles; but not, en that accéunt, less needful to 
be inserted. The Reeisrer, at times, does not 
contain halfus much as our wishes would press into 
its pages which are, that every thing that can 
interest an enquiring public should be inserted in 
it. The mess:ges of the governors of several states 
are yet lying over, as well as the speech of gov. 
Clinton on opening the session of the legislature of 
of New-York—and many documents. 

We have also just received a copy of a letter 
from the secretary of the navy, transmitting to the 
house of representatives the proceedings of the 
court martials that were held in the Mediterranean 
for the trial of €om. Perry, and capt. Heath, of the 
unarine corps—whose differences, as weil as the pro- 
ceedings thereon, have much excited the public 
feeling. 

BANKS AND NEWSPAPERS.—Our progress in col- 
lecting lists of these, is slow. ‘The Hartford 
“limes” has furnished neat accounts of each of 
them in Connecticut, and we have the official list 
of the banks in Pennsylvania, of which, however, 
the nominal capitals are not stated. We should be 
obliged toany friend at Harrisburg for giving us 
the capitals of those banks, as authorized by law. 

















“Contempt of the House.” 


The late famous ease of John Anderson is 
known to every body. The decision upon it 
does not appear to have pleased any body; and, 
had he resisted the arrest and claimed a re- 
lease by habeas corpus, a very unpleasant co- 
lision might have taken place between the le- 
gislative and judicial authorities. 

An affair of “contempt” has also occurred 
in Virginia. The legislature raised a commit- 
tee for the purpose of enquiring into certain 
reports of mal-practices in the management of 
the funds of the Farmers bank of Virginia; it 
being insinuated that those funds were used b 
certain directors for what is technically call- 
ed “shaving, or usury. A Mr. Carter B, 
Page, being brought betore the committee, re- 
fused to answer the question, “do you know 
that any director ef the Farmers bank has, 
within the last year, been guilty of usury or 
shaving?”’—saying, he was advised that he was 
not bound to answer any questions which called 
upon him to disclose information touching any 
transactionin which he himselfbore a part, and 
which may be held to violate any part of the law 
of the land, &c. ‘The committee reported the 
case to the house—were the proceedings of the 
legislature to be arrested by an individual? A 
resolution was offered to put Mr. Page in the 
custody of the sergeant at arms; this produced 


it was agreed that Mr. Page’s refusal te an- 
swer the question proposed by the committee, 
was not a contempt of the house; and, by ane- 
ther resolution, the committee was discharge 
from a further consideration ef the subject 
that had been referred to it. 
A third affair of “contempt” has happened 
in Maryland. ‘The house of delegates took it 
up with closed doors, but, the injunction of 
secrecy being removed, it appeared that a 
resolution had been carried directing the 
sergeant at arms to take a certain win 
Keatinge into his custody, for having publish- 
ed in his paper, issued at Westminster, in 
Frederick county, called the “Observer,” an 
article directed to the “hon. James Nabb, a 
delegate to the general assembly trom Talbot,” 
said to be of a “malicious and scandalous na- 
ture,” &c. ‘The resolution was assented t» 
by yeas and nays—yeas 27, nays 26, Buton 
the following day, to wit, Saturday last, it was 
agreed that as the said George Keatinge lived 
at too great a distance from the seat of go- 
vernment to be brought to trial during the pre- 
sent session, ordered, that the resolution re- 
specting him be rescinded—ayes 34, nays 26: 
The repeated agitation of the doctrine of 
“contempts” requires some specific provisions 
respecting it. ‘T’he liberty of the citizen is 
net to be sported with at the whim, passion, or 
caprice of a legislative bod y—he has a right to 
know the law; and, then, if he violates it, he 
ought to be punished. ‘The legislative body 
should be protected from insult, but it seems 
that they ought not to be judges in their own 
case; and it is better to have a licentieus press 
than one subjected to any otherregulation than 
that which is imposed by pudlic opinion. ‘Vruth 
is net a hbelin Maryland; but an editor con- 
victed of a“inaliciots and scandalous” false- 
hood, may be punished by law—not by privi- 
leve. Wehave not seen the article that gave 
rise to the proceedings in our legislature—but 
venture to say that those proceedings have 
riven it a degree of importance that it was not 
entitled to---as is generally the case of such 
wise interferences. 


OR > ote 





Duties on Imports. 

To insure an honest payment of the duties 
upon foreign goods imported, is one of the 
most important subjects that at present offers 
itself to the pubiic consideration. We are not 
interested by it as a source of revenue only: 
but because the violations or evasions of tie 
law, seriously effect the most useful and most 





a long and very interesting debate, which was 


resumed and continued several days. Finally, 
Vou. XUL—26, 


productive classes of saciety im the Unite:! 
i States. 































































rr cape 4 
snaps warn Ce 


ome eee 
Seat : 


er nee ee 


SS tS + Rp ee 


- - - -- om 


~ Fae 
ee 





















NILE 


8’ REGISTER—FEBRUARY 7, 1818--BANK ANECDOTES. 





ae 





We have two interesting articles on this: 
matter—-both communicated; one of them from 
a distant place, the other by a merchant of 
Baltimore, which it is intended to publish in 
the next Recisrer. These article agree in abo- 
lishing the ad valorem duties, as now payable 
on foreign invoices, altogether; and instead of 
it propose that the importer shall give in at 
the custom-house any valuation of his goods 
that he pleases, for the calculation of duties— 
that an examination shall be had to ascertain 
that the guantities stated are correct—but the 
officers of the customs, on behalf of the Unit- 
ed States and of themselves, as nay be defined 
by law, or any other person in case that the 
do not act in it, shall be allowed to take any lot 
of coeds so invoiced, on paying to the owner 
10 per cent. advance on his own valuation. 





Beaumarchais Claim. 

The following brief abstract of apparent 
facts respecting the oft demanded claim of the 
heirs of Mr. de Beaumarchais, may interest 
such as will not take the trouble to wade 
through, or those who cannot obtain, the docu- 
ments. 

1. It seems admitted that a balance equal 
to a million of “livres tournois’”? was due to 
Mr. de Beaumarchais, on account of supplies 
of arms, ammunition and clothing furnished 
the United States, in the early part of the re- 
volutionary war. 

2. But the United States claim a discount 
equal to that sum, on the presumption that it 
was paid immediately to eaumarchais by 
Louis XVI. through his minister ve Vergen- 
nes. 

A part of the steres furnished by Mr. de 
Beaumarchais was supplied from the king’s 
ware-houses in 1776, a considerable time be- 
fore any treaty or public understanding exist- 
ed between the United States and France---but 
sometime previous to such treaty, say at the 
puint of time when 3. was furnishing, or 


about to furnish, arms, &c. to the United) 


stutes, it is acknowledged that the king made 
a free gift to them of three millions of livres. 

‘Two of those millions have been accounted 
for. What became of the third million is un- 
certain. But the following receipt has been 
found among the papers of the French govern- 


ment— . Sede 
‘| have received from Monsieur du Vergier, 


agreeably to the order transmitted to him of Mon- 
sicur the count of Vergennes, dated the Sth cur- 
rent, the sum of one million, for which I will ac- 
count to the said sieur count de Vergennes. 
“At Paris, this 10th day of June, 1776. 
(Signed) Canon DE BEAUMARCHAIS. 


“CG504 for one million of livres tournvis.” 
The United States presume that this was 
che missing million of the king's grant of three 
millions. and considerable efforts have been 
freanentiy made to ascertain the fact, both 


—_ 


before and since the French revolution. But 
the French authorities, though they would not 
tell what became of the missing million, seem 
to have denied any connection or knowledge 
of the mercantile transactions of Reaumar- 
chais with the United States, saying that that 
million was appropriated to secret political 
purposes: nor would they explain for what pur- 
pose the million of livres were given to Beau- 
marchais. 

An opinion is very easily entertained that 
(to cover the intrigues of the French court at 
such an interesting period, when its future 
policy would have been determined by future 


y|events) the million granted to Beaumarchais 


was really the missing million of the grant of 
the king, intended as part pay for the supplies 
that he had furnished, which it was aiden to 
be considered as ignorant of, though furnished 
from the kinxg’s stores—for which, perhaps, 
Beaumarchais really paid the persons having 
charge of those stores at the time, that their 
receipts might be produced in justification of . 
the count of Versailles, if our revolution had 
been abortive. But the proof of this seems 
to rest with us; and the plea of discount is 
not considered as tenable, by Messrs. Rodney 
and Pinkney, former attorney-generals of the 
United States.—Yet it was the opinion of the 
late Governeur Morris, (who, as minister of 
the United States in France, investigated the 
subject) that the claim had no pseu 

The amount of the claim and interest upon 
it, is considerable. ‘The livre tournois is equa! 
to about 183 cents. 


Bank Anecdotes. 
SCENE—MARYLAND. Time---Jan. 9, 1818. 

Cashier. Sir, your note for 1400, some odd 
dollars, is due to-day, and payment is ex- 
pected. 

Citizen. The note is due, I acknowledge-- 
but I have so much of my money employed in 
shaving that I cannot pay it at present. 

Cashier. Well---when can you pay, and 
how will you pay it? We are dispused to ac- 
commodate vou. 

Citizen. I will give my check, payable on 
the 9th day of March neat, for the amount, 
if you will give up the note. 

Cashier. ‘Ve are so willing to oblige you, 
that we agree to the proposal. The interest for 
60 days will be $14 and ---- cents; add that 
to the sum and makea check for the whole. 

Citizen. I will not pay any interest. 

Cashier. As you receive interest and re- 
fuse to pay it---pay the note. 

Citizen. IT won’t. It is my will to accommo- 
date you that induces me to agree to pay the 
debt in sixty days, by a check. 

Cashier. Then, sir, pardon me, but I must 
confess my belief that you are the most impu- 
dent'man [ ever met with. 
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Citizen. That is false---[ may be as impu-| 
dent as you are—for rurs pay gou did the ve- 
ry same thing in respect to certain of your own 
notes, and for the precise amount of mine. 

ap if any one doubts the truth of the facts stat- 
ed in the preceding, let him apply at the Mecha- 
nics bank of Baltimore on the 9th day of Maych, 
when a cashier’s check for the amount will be pre- 
sented—and paid, if the money has been deposited. 
ANOTHER SCENE—A SPECIE PAYING BANK.”’* 
_ Citizen. Please to give me money for this 
five dollar note. 

Teller. ‘There it is---(counting out five 
pieces of pauper. ) 

Citizen. l want money---zive me specie. 

Teller. What do you want it for? 

Citizen. If the bank cannot pay a debt of 





venient, and Pu call again. 
Teller. (Ina pet) ‘there’s five dollars. 
Citizen. Good morning, sir; whenever I 
want five dollars I shall make ita rule to call 
upon you, you are so very polite. 








Amendment proposed. 


The British “Navat Curonicrie,” had for 
its motto—— 

“The winds and waves are Britain’s wide domain, 
‘And nota sail, but by permission, spreads.” 

This motto was used to head the prize lists 
in the Werxty Recisrer during the,late war; 
in which we captured more British vessels 
than they had lost in twenty years contests 
with [sometimes | almost all Europe. 

Since that war the modest motte, we believe, 
has been stricken from the “Waval Chronicle.” 
if there is an intention to resume it, we would 
respectfully propose the following amendment: 
“The winds and seas are Britain’s wide domain,” 
But star flage’d vessels shall their canvas spread 


Now, this would be friendly; and might 
save the British people fram the rude shocks 
that they often feel when it is reported, “the 
Americans have laid the keel of another 74!” 


I do not know whether my amendment 


would make better poetry of the matter, but 


it will better comport with the facts that must 


belong to the case. 
(and, by the blessing of Provipencr, there is 


The spirit of the people, “ ; 


provision for the erection of two additional build- 
ings for the accommodation of the executive de- 
partments of the government. 

The documents accompanying the report of the 
committee to whom this subject was referred, shew 
that the public offices, at present erected, do not 
afford the necessary room, though many private 
houses or rooms are additionally occupied. It is 
essentially important to the public convenience that 
this evil should be remedied. 

The cost of the additional buldings proposed is 
estimated at $90,380 50 cents, each, complete.— 
They will not only be very large and very safe fire- 
proof buildings, but also have a respectable appear- 
ance. 

The commissioner of the public buildings thus 
estimates the value of the property of the United 
States within the city of Washington—preferring, 
as he says, “to be under rather than over the real 


five dollars to-day, tell me when ié wiil be con- \estimate.” ‘The value of this property is rapidly 


advancing. 

5185 building lots, estimated at $180 
(the average amount of former 
sales) per lot, 

541 acres of ground reserved for the 
use of the United States, estimated 
ai the same rate, though deemed of 
much greater value, would amount 
to 740,690 Ov 

Wharves and water lots in tlie city, 

and free sione quarries at Aquia, 

about 


933,399 60 


40,000 00 





%1,713,300 Cu 


a in 
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General Kosciusko. _ 
for having se long delayed the insertion of 
Gen. Harrison’s very handsome tribute of 
jrespectto the memory of Koscrusko—a want 
\that possessed in himself more great and esti- 


mable qualities than belong to the herd of 
Bourbons and Guelphs. 

“Itis avery easy thing 

Indeed to make a man aking! 

But since the race of kings began, 

How her to make a king a man!?’—prt. prxpin, 

The following extracts of a letter fiom 
Koscrusxo to the late Joun Dickinson, witli 
be read with great satisfaction by those who 
have admired his character: 
November, 1785. 
“I have been constantly on the wing since J left 





a growing power to support that spirit) says——jyou, my mind occupied by objects, and my body 


“WE MEET AT Puiiitpri,” unless—— 
Weare grateful to heaven for having lived 


beyond the AGE OF IMPRESSMENT. As regards 


tired by the fatigues of travelling. 1 congratulate 
youon the British troops having evacuated WVew 
York But pow, that you are perfectly quiet, 
and masters of your own abodes, what will you do? 














an it is numbered with the years beyond the iwhat will be your political views? what will be your 
flood.” The freeman strikes his bosom, and | domestic conduct? how far will your reciprocal 
Says, like Paul, the apostle, take heed what ye jealousies extend? who will have powers .to stop 


do--I am an AMERICAN citizen. 








Public Buildings, Property, &c. 


AT WASHINGTON CITY. 


them?—That public spirit, which distinguished you 
during the course of the revolution, will it last long 
jagainst the prosperity ofcommerce, and the luxury 
that ever attends it, and against the insinuations 
of enemies that would divide you?—I deciare now 


In our last, page 374, was inserted a biil making |to you, that I think there does not exist a country 


that can vie with you in flourishing prospects. [ 





*By “specie-paying bank,” we mean a bank that }|know there is not one where man is more free, or 
pretends to a willingness, and affects an ability to ;where fortunes are more equal. In travelling thro’ 


pay its debts. 


‘the remote parts of vour coutinent, I learn how to 


We seem to owe an apvlogy to ourreaders 
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compare the lives of your farmers to those of the 
patriarchs. It is there that misery discovers the 
golden age. And apoor European finds means 
in settling there to change his slavery for liberty, 
iis wants for ease.- Scarcely he lives two years, 
but his ideas enlarge, he becomes man, and almost 
citizen—he is forced to quit his habitudes, his pre- 
judices, and even his vices, and to take the senti- 
ments and virtues of his neighbors. Yes, 1 have 
there seen the subjeets formerly of a bishop think 
freely on religion, and heard tle natives of - 
reason. > : 

“These are the notions I have formed of your 
continent—If you have the goodness to relieve me 
in my doubts, you will add new favors to your for- 
mer kindness. As have always my ceuntry mm sight, 
i go begging every where instructions, not for my 
sutisfuction—but to be adle to fill honcrably ox vaY 
my task of citizen. 

‘When I think, dear sir, that with three millions 
of people, without money, you have shaken off the 
yoke ofa people like England, and have acquired 
such extensive terriiory—and that Poland has suf- 
fered herseif to be robbed of five millions of souls, 
and avast country—I ask—what can be the reason 
of this difference? 

“But whilst we wait to recover our rights liave a 
care to preserve yours, and remember always the 
maxim of Cicero—“respublica res Est roRPULI— 
cum autem énjustus ipse populus, non jam vitiosa, 
sed omnno nulla respublica est ”’— 

“If the state of my country remains always the 
same, I willsay to my countrymen—come, pass over 
the seas, and insure to your children liberiy and 
property. If my countrymen do not listen to me, 
{ will say to my jfanmijy—come. If my family re- 
fuse, E will go by myselfand die free with you. 

“Yet, though f shall be happy to see you, as 
that supposition is founded only on the bad fortune 
of my country, may you never see again your friend.” 











The following were the observations of Mr. Harri- 
son, On introducing the motion for honoring the 
memory Of Kosciusko, on the 20th ult. 

‘Vhe public papers have announced an event 
which is well calculated to excite the sympathy of 
every American bosom. Kosciusko, the matrvyr ot 
hiberty, isno more! We are informed that he died 
aut Soleure, in France, some time in October last. 

In tracing the events of this great man’s life, we 
find in him that consistency of conduct which is the 
more to be admired as it is so rarely to be met with. 
Hie was not at one time the friend of mankind, and 
ut another the instrument of their appression; but 
he preserved throughout his whole career those 
t.oble principles which distinguished him in its 
commencement—which infiuenced him at an early 
period of his life to leave his country and bis friends, 
and in another hemisphere to fight for the rights 
of humanity. 

Kosciusko was born and educated in Poland, of 

a nobie and distinguished family—a country where 
the distinctions in society are perhaps carried to 
;,reater Jengths than in any other.—His Creator 
Lad, however, endewed him with a soul capable of 
rising above the narrow prejudices of a cast, and 
of breaking the shackles which a vicious education 
had imposed on his mind. 

When very young, be was informed by the voice 
of fame, that the standard of liberty had been 
erected in America, that an insulted and oppressed 
people had determined to be free, or perish in the 
attempt. His ardent and generous mind caught, 


moment he became the devoted so!dier of liberty. 

His rank in the American army afforded him no 
opportunity greatly to distinguish himself. But 
he was remarked throughout his service, for all ‘he 
qualities which adorn the human character. His 
heraic conduct in the field, could only be equalled 
by his moderation and affability in the walks of 
private life. He was idolized by the sofdiers for 
his bravery, and beloved and respected by the ofh- 
cers for the goodness of his heart, and the great 
qualities of his mind. 

Contributing greatly, by his exertions, to the es- 
tablishment of the independence of America, he 
might have remained, and shared the blessings 1* 
dispensed, under the protection of a chief who lov- 
ed and honored him, and in the bosom of a grateful 
and affectionate people. 

Kosciusko, had, however, other views. It is not 
known that, until the period I am speaking of, he 
had formed any distinct idea of what could, or in- 
deed what ought, to be done for his own. But in 
the revolutionary war he drank deeply of the prin- 
ciples which produced it. In his conversations 
with the intelligent men of our country, he acquir- 
ed new views of the science of government and the 
rights of man. He had seen too that to be free it 
was only necessary that a nation should will it, 
and to be kappy it was only necessary that a nation 
should be free. And was it not possible to pro- 
cure these blessings for Poland? For Poland, the 
country of his birth, which had a claim to all his 
efforts, to all his services? ‘That unhappy nation 
groaned under a complication of evils which has 
scarcely a parallel in history. ‘Fhe mass of the 
people were the abject slaves of the nobles—the 
nobles, torn into factions, were alternately the in- 
struments and the victims of their powerful and 
ambitious neighbors. By intrigue, corruption, and 
force, some of its fairest provinces had been sepa- 
rated from the republic, and the people, like beasts, 
transferred to foreign despots, who were again 
watching for a favorable moment for a second dis- 
memberment. To regenerate a people thus debas- 
ed—to obtain for a country thus circumstanced, 
the blessings of liberty and independence, was a 
work of as much difficulty as danger. But to a 
mind like Kosciusko’s the difficulty and danger 
ofan enterprise served as stimulants to undertake it. 

The annals of these times give us no detailed 
accuunt of the pregress of Kosciusko in accom- 
plishing his great work, from the period of his re- 
turn from America to the adoption of the new con- 
stitution of Poland, in 1791. This interval, how- 
ever, of apparent inaction, was most usefully em- 
ployed to illumine the mental darkness which en- 
veloped his countrymen. To stimulate the ignorant 
and bigotted peasantry with the hope of future 
emancipation—to teach a proud but gallant nobi- 
lity that true glory is only to be found in the paths 
of duty and patriotism—interests the most oppos- 
ed, prejudices the most stubborn, and habits the 
most inveterate, were reconciled, dissipated, and 








broken, by the ascendancy of his virtues and ex- 
ample. The storm which he had foreseen, and for 
which he had been preparing, at length burst upon 
Poland. <A feeble and unpopular government bent 
before its fury, and submitted itself to the Russian 
yoke of the invader. But the nation disdained to 
follow its example; in their extremity every eye 
was turned onthe hero who had already fought 
their battles—the sage who had enlightened them, 
and the patriot who had set the example of person- 





tal sacrifices to accomplish the emancif ation of the 


with enthusiasm, the holy flame, and from that |pecple. 
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Kosciusko was unanimously appointed generalis- 


In the late invasion of France, some Polish regi- 


simo of Poland, with unlimited powers, until the|ments, in the service of Russia, pessed through 


enemy should be driven from the country. On Ais/the village in which he lived. Some pillaging of 
virtue the nation reposed with the utmost confi-|/the inhabitants brought Kosciusko from his cot- 


dence; and it 's some consolation to reflect, amidst | tage. 


thegeneral depravity of mankind, that two instan- | d 


ces, in the same age, have occurred, where pow-| peaceful citizen was respected.” 
thou,” said an officer, “who addresses us with this 


tone of authority?’ “I am Kosciusko.”—There 


ers of this kind were employed solely for the pur- 
poses for which they were given. 


**When I was a Polish soldier,” said he, ad- 
ressing the plunderers, “the property of the 
“And who art 


It is not my intention, sir, toefollow the Polish | was magic in the word. It ran from corps to corps. 
chief throughout the career of victory, which, for| The march was suspended. They gathered round 


a considerable time crowned his efforts. Guided by | 


im, and gazed, with astonishment and awe, upon 


his talents, and led by his valor, his undisciplined, the mighty ruin he presented. “Could it indee be 
ily armed militia charged with effect the veteran | their hero,” whose fame was identified with that of 
Russian ard Prussian: the mailed cuirassiers of| their country? A thousand interesting reflections 


he great Frederic, for the first time, broke and fled b 


urst upon their minds; they remembered bis pa- 


before the ligher and appropriate cavalry of Poland. triotism, his devotion to liberty, his triumphs, and 


Hope filled the breasts of the patriots. After a|h 
long night, the dawn of an apparently glorious day | 


weather-beaten faces. 


is glorious fall. Their iron hearts were sofiened, 
nd the tear of sensibility trickled down their 


broke upon Poland. But to the discerning eye of 
Kosciusko, the light which it shed was of that 
sickly and portentous appearance, indicating a 
storm more dreadful than that which he had re- 
sisted. 

He prepared to meet it with firmness, but with | 
means entirely inadequate. To the advantages of, 
numbers, of tactics, of discipline, and inexhausti- 
b!e resources, the combined despots had secured 
a faction in the heart of Poland. And if that coun- 
try can boast of having produced its Washington, | 
jt is disgraced also by giving birth to a second 
Arno'd. Tie day at length came which wasto de- 
cide the fate of anation and a hero. Heaven, for 
wise purposes, determined that it should be the 
Jast of Polish liberty. It was decided, indeed, he- 
fore the battle commenced. The traitor Poniski, 
who covered with a detachment the advance of the 
Polish army, abandoned his pcsition to the enemy, 
and retreated. 

Kosciusko was astonished, but not dismayed. 
The disposition of his army would have done honor 
to Hannibal. The succeeding conflict was terrible. 
When the talents of the general could no longer 
direct the mingled mass of combatants, the arm of 
the warrior was brougkt to the aid of his soldiers. 
He performed prodigies of valor. The fabted 
prowess of Ajax, in defending the Grecian ships, 
was realized by the Polish here. Nor was he bad- 
ly seconded by his troops. As long as his voice 
could guide, or his example fire their valor, they 
were irresistible. In this unequal contest, Kos. 
ciusko was long seen, and finally lost to their view. 

“Hope fora season bade the world farewell, 


We can easily conceive, sir, 
what would bethe feelings of the hero himself ii 
such ascene. His great.heart must have heaved 
with emotion, to find himself once more surround- 
ed by the companions of his glory; and thathe 
would have been upon the point of saying to 


them— 


“Behold your general, come once more 
“To lead you on tolaurel’d victory, 
“To fame, tofreedom.” 


The delusion could have lasted but for a mo- 
ment. He was himself, alas! a miserable cripple; 
and, for them! they were no longer the soldiers of 
liberty, but the instruments of ambition and tyran- 
ny. Overwhelmed with grief at the reflection, he 
would retire to his cottage, to mourn afresh over 
the miseries of his country. 

Such was the man, sir, for whose memory I ask 
from an American congress, a slight tribute of re- 
spect. Not, sir, to perpetuate his fame—but our 
gratitude. His fame will last as long as liberty re- 
mains upon the eurth; as long as a votary offers in- 
cense upon her altar, the name of Kosciusko will 
be invoked. And if, by the common consent of 
the world, a temple shall be erected to those who 
have rendered most service to mankind, if the sta- 
tue ofour great countryman shall occupy the place 
of the “most worthy,” that of Kosciusko wiil be 
found by his side, and the wreath of laurel wili 
be entwined with the palin of virtue to adorn his 
brow. 

In the House of Representatives, Jan. 22. 

Mr. Harrison, of Oaio, offered the following re- 
solution, 

Resolved, That this house, entertaining the high- 





And freedom shriek’d when Kosgiusko fell.” 


He fell covered with wounds, but still survived. 
A Cossac would have pierced his breast, when an 
officer interposed. ‘Suffer him to execute his pur- 
pose,’ said the bleeding hero, ‘Iam the devoted 
soldierof my country, and will not survive its li- 
berties.? The name of Kosciusko struck to the 
heart of the Tartar, like that of Marius upon the 
‘Cimbrian warrior. The uplified weapon dropped 
from his hand. 

Kosciusko was conveyed to the dungeons of Pe. 
tersburgh—and, to the eternal disgrace of the em- 
press Catharine, she made him the object of her 
vengeance, when he could be no longer the object 
of her fears. Her more generous son restored him 
to liberty. The remainder of his life has been 
spent in virtuous retirement. Whilst in this situa- 


est respect fur the memory of general Kosciusko, 
i his services, &c. the members thereof wiil -testif\ 
| she same by wearing crape on the left arm for one 
month. 

After some debate, Mr. Harrison withdrew his 
| resolution altogether. 

(The short debate on this question is reserved, 
but shall certainly be given at a future day, in jus- 
tice to the subject. Itis enough now to state, that 
the merits of Kosciusko, the advocate of f-eedoin, 
(and the friend of man, were fully admitted; but, ii 
was shewn, that no such respect as was now propo- 
sed had been paid to any of the deparied worthies 
native or foreign, who had aided in the acnievemen. 








{ : ° 
i general Wasuinetos, which was admiiied to be an 
| exception to all zeneral rules. Having as receniiy 


tion in, France, an anecdote is related of himjas 1810, refused a like tribute to the memory o, 
which strongly illustrates the command which his | col. Filliam Washington, on his decease, was iv 
virtues and his services had obtained over the jlate now, at was deemed, to commence a new s\s 


minds of his countrymen, 


‘emu thisrespect.) Maur. Zit. 


of our independence, except in the single case of 
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Legislature of Kentucky. 


GOVERNOR’S MESSAGE. 
Fellow citizens of the senate, 
and house of representatives: 

In meeting you again, it is with sincere pleasure 
I have to congratulate you and our constituents on 
the flattering prospect of our public affairs, the ra- 
pid progress of our agriculture, commerce and ma 
nufactures, and the general improvement of our 
country. We are assembled under a free and hap- 
py constitution to consult for the common good, 
to redress grievances, to remedy defects in the ex- 
isting laws, and to adopt such measures as are best 
calculated to advance the welfare of the common- 
wealth. Coming from every part of the state, you 
must be better acquainted with the various inte- 
rests of the community, and upon your superior 
wisdom and information, I chiefly rely for a due 
attention to the wants and concerns of our fellow- 
citizens. | 

Pursuant to a resolution of the last legislature, 
I enclosed to our distinguished fellow-citizen James 
Madison, late president of the United States, their 
address approbatory of his public services, and 
private worth, and received his answer in April 
last, which I have now the honor to lay before you. 

Agreeably to another resolution passed at the 
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therefore that the legislature will repair, improve, 
and extend the building, and revise the regulations 
and management of the institution so far a it re- 
spects the reformation of offenders, one of the 
leading objects of the system. Some provision 
ought to be made for furnishing them with bibles, 
and books of morality, and for giving them reli- 
gious and moral instruction. I would also advise 
that such of those unfortunate victims of folly and 
vice,who learn good trades, and conduct themselves 
well, should be entitled upon their discharge to a 
small compensation out of the profit of the institu- 
tution to purchase tools, and enable them to com- 
menee business. Such a provision will probably 
produce both industry and amendment. But little 
good is done if the offenders go forth into the 
world unredeemed in any degree from the depra- 
vity for which they were cut off from their social 
state. 

I beg leave again to bring into view, the subject 
of education, one of the first importance that can 
engage your attention, whether we regard its influ- 
ence on human happiness or the permanency of our 
republican system. Colleges, or universities, upon 
a large scale require considerable funds, and can- 
not be numerous—The Transylvania university, 
which had its origin in the liberality of our parent 
istate, will soon, it is believed, hold an eminent 





last session, L opened a correspondence with the {rank among the institutions of learning in the Unit- 


governors of Ohio and Indiana touching the diff- |ed States. 


culties experienced by our citizens in regaining 
their slaves who escape into those states, and am 
happy to inform you, that their answers evince a 
disposition on the part of their respective states to 
remove as far as practicable every cause of com- 
eplaint, and to maintain with Kentucky the most 
friendly relations. A copy of the correspondence 
with each state is herewith transmitted. 

The resolution respecting an armory, I am not 
yet prepared to comply with, but have been en- 
deayouring to collect information, and hope to be 
able to make a full communication on this subject, 
on some future day of your present session. 

The pecuniary affairs of the penitentiary are, I un- 
derstand, in a prosperous state, but the report of 
the auditor which will be shortly laid before you, will 
give a satisfactory view of its concerns. There is 
on hand a considerable quantity of raw materials, 
and manufactured articles. Owing to the tardi- 
ness of the sales, the keeper iias been obliged to 
advance money for the purchase of materials, for 
refunding which, immediate provisions ought to be 
made. ‘The present agent with my advice has re- 
moved the articles manufactured to the neighbor- 
ing towns to be vended, a measure which promises 
a speedy reimbursement of monies advanced and 


' .nuch advantage to the public. The condition of 


che building demands your particular and immedi- 
ate attention. It is believed to be insecure, and to 
require repair and enlargement. I submit to your 
serious consideration whether it is just or expedi- 
ent to sentence offenders to additional confinement 
who are tempted by the state of the building, and 
negligence of the guards to make their escape.— 
Would it not be better to secure more vigilance 
on the part of the guards, by subjecting them to 
some punishment or penalty for neglect of duty.— 
This institution, which originated ma spirit of phi- 
lanthropy, and a liberal, and enlightened humani- 
ty, ought not to be abandoned, or neglected. It 
has too long received the approbation of not only 
the wise and benevolent of our own state, but of 
most of our sister states; and must be viewed with 
a partial and benignant eye, wherever the life of 
rational, immortal man is duly estimated. I trust 


I am not informed whether its funds 
‘are adequate or not, but think it would be wise in 
the legislature to extend to this institution every 
aid necessary to place it on the most respectable 
| footing. —It is hoped and expected that this univer- 
'Sity, situated in one of the most healthy and de- 
‘lightful parts of the United States, will render it 
not only unnecessary for the youth of our own state 
bre be sent to distant colleges, but invite the young 
‘men of other states to finish their education here. 
| There are considerations in favor of a good system 
,of education, which strongly address themselves 
‘to our pride as a state. It should be remembered 
that Kentucky is the first member of the federal 
union that emerged from the western wilderness, 
and that she now holds a very high standing in the 
national government, And shall it be said that she 
is unfriendly or even indifferent to learning? Let 
it rather be our boast that Kentucky is as fam- 
ed for science and the aris, as for the valor and pa- 
triotism of her citizens. 

To establish a perfect method of education, has 
long been considered, by the most enligtened 
friends of mankind, the best ‘means of rendering a 
people free and happy. I therefore recommend to 
you, to arrange and adopt a plan extensive, diffu- 
sive, and convenient to every portion of the com- 
munity. I would advise that all the settled parts 
of the state be divided into school districts, equal 
to five or six miles square, through the agency of 
the county courts, or in some other manner to be 
prescribed; a school to be established in each dis- 
trict free to all poor children, and to be supported, 
if not entirely, in part, at the public expense.— 
We have many good schools, but nothing short of 
carrying education to the neighborhood of every 
man in the state can satisfy the just claims of the 
people, or fulfil the duty of the government. Few 
people are able to board their children from home, 
and unless schools are established conveniently to 
them, their education will beneglected. The dis- 
tribution of schools in every neighborfiood, would 
be attended with many advantages; they will not 
only improve the mind and moral habits of the 
youth, but will give more permanency, and a more 
settled character to our population. They will 
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diffuse much useful instruction among all classes of | 
people, and introduce a taste for learning and infor- 

mation, They will develope the mental riches of 
the commonwealth. The experience of the world 

has proved, that genius is not confined to any par- 

ticular order of men; but Providence, in bestow- 

ing her choicest, gift, intelligence, as if to mortify 

the pride and vanity of those, who from their birth 

and fortune would exalt themselves above their 

fellow men, delights to raise up the brightest or- 

naments of humanity from the most obscure and 

humble conditions of life.* To instruct and im- 

prove the rising generation, is among the first du- 

ties of every American statesman. ‘The American 
people in establishing their independence, and re- 

publican form of government, have done much; 
but much more remains to be done. These states 
are but recently transplanted from the nursery of 
freedom, and although in a thriving and promising 
condition, they have not acquired such maturity 
and strength, as no longer to need the care and 
skill of the political husbandman. To give suc- 
cess to this experiment of freedom, the youth of, 
our country should be qualified to understand and | 
enjoy its blessings. In vain have our ancestors | 
bled; in vain did they hazard every thing upon the | 
issue of the revolutionary contest; in vain has our) 
country been distinguished by the most sublime 
and elevated patriotism, if the inestimable boon 
which they achieved is to be lost by a neglect of 
the means necessary to its preservation and pro- 
gress. While the utility and importance of edu- 
cation is generally admitted, yet either because 
the beneficial effects appear remote or universal, | 
the subject does not seem to excite that lively in- 
terest and zeal which are usually awakened by 
questions of a local or personal character. When 
we reflect that this government has no need ofa 
standing army to sustain or enforce its authority; 
but for its efficiency, essentially reposes on the 
patriotism and intelligence of the great body. of 
the people, how obvious is the necessity of provid- 
ing a system of instruction calculated to improve 
the minds and moral habits of the rising genera- 
tion. 

Although our government, in its form and struc- 
ture, is a departure from a simple democracy, yet 
it is a government of the people, instituted for their ! 
benefit, and essentially dependent on their will. 
It is true that every excitement of popular feelmg | 
and passien is not to be considered the will of the | 
community; but the deliberate sense of the people | 
cannot, ought not to be resisted. The American} 
statesmen, who have formed our system of govern. | 
ment, warned by the fate of the tumultuous demo- | 
cracies of antiquity, long since buried beneath the | 
despotism of the old world, have wisely construct- | 
ed the vessel of state so as to prevent its being | 
driven by every popular blast from its proper, 

















the intemperance and rashness of the moment, and 


| fidence nor safety. 


itself shall be altered or abolished: By our consti- 
tution, powers of government are confided to the 
several departments, or bodies of magistracy, le- 
gislative, executive, and judicial, all deriving their 
authority mediately or immediately from the con- 
stitution, and intended to check and restrain each 
other from transcending their appropriate limits. 
Ours is not a simple democracy, in which the peo- 
ple exercise, in their own persons, the powers of 
administration; their numbers and dispersed s tus- 


tion render it impracticable; but a representative 


government, in which they have confided to men 
chosen by themselves, for short and limited peri- 
ods.—The senate, by their age, experience, and 
term of service, is made a check on the house of 
representatives, and the executive on both; the 
two houses are in turn checks upon the executive. 
The judiciary is in some respects a check upon 
the lezislative and executive departmeats, and yet 
responsible to them for misconduct. These several 
bodies of magistracy are so many pillars or corner 
stones of the temple of freedom, the constitutional 
strength and independence of each one of which 
are essential to its preservation. This is an imn- 
provement in the science of government, which ori- 
ginated in the most profound wisdom and know- 
ledge of human nature. Every man who will exa- 
mine himself, must confess that he is often led by 
passion and prejudice into errors the most gross 
and extravagant; we acknowledge too that neigh- 
bourhoods, counties, and nations are liable to err 
for a moment, from the same cause. If every im- 
pulse of any community was to be carried into full 
etfect, there would be in such a state, neither con- 
And hence, the security afford- 
ed by the checks and balances I have mentioned; 
for which we are chieffy indebted to the wisdom 
and patriotism of the statesmen of our own country. 

The distinguished author of “Notes on the State 
of Virginia,” in speaking on the subject near the 
close of our revolutionary contest, says “that the 
concentrating all the powers of government into 
the same hands, is precisely the definition of des- 
potic government, and that 173 despots would 
be as oppressive as one—An elective despotism, 
says this enlightened statesman, was not the go- 
vernment we fought for; but one which should 
not only be founded on free principles, but in 
which the powers of government should be so di- 
vided and balanced among several bodies of magis- 
tracy, as that no one could transcend their limits, 
without being effectually checked and restrained 
by the other. These checks cannot however ope- 
rate as restraints upon the deliberate sense of the 
people; they can only produce a pause, and give them 
time for consideration; but if, after these checks 


have, with firmness, and fidelity, been intersposed [7% 
according to the spirit of the constitution, the peo- | 
ple are still dissatisfied, their deliberate will legi- \g 
course, by interposing checks and balances, ic stay|timately exercised, must and ought to prevail. 
Fortunately for our republic there is reason to hope, | 


j 


to give time for the sober reason of the community | that a little time will generally be su‘ficient to cor- | 












































to be exercised. To protect the weak against the | rect the errors to which we are liable. When we | 
strong, the minority against the majority, and to|reflect how much the very existence of our govers- te | 
secure all and every one against violence, injustice | ment depends on the virtue and intelligence of the yi 
and oppression, the people in their highest sove-! people, and for how many ages the friends of free. 
reign character assembled in convention for that }dom, and human happiness have been struggling }g 
special purpose, have by a written constitution es-/to devise some form of government alike secure] 
tablished certain rules and principles, and erect- | against tyranny and anarchy, how indispensable isi 
ed barriers to restrain and limit their own powers, | it to diffuse information, and qualify those who aref 
and the powers of all those appointed under its au-| to succeed us, to understand the plan and prineiy) 
thority; and these rules, principles, and barriers, | ples of government, furnishedl us by our revoind} 
they have soleinnly pledged their faith to each|tionary sages. Without intelligence the peopl 
other to observe inviolable, until the constitution| never can be safe against the delusions tc whie a 
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i Rest the expediency of keeping them in repair by! we caunot be indifferent to their cause. hat they 
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they are exposed from the violence of party spirit, ; where it has been tried. Of the provisions necessa- 
and the «ris and intrigues of designing ambition.|ry, and proper on this subject, you will decide. 
Deeming this subject of deep interest, in every re-| I take the liberty to mention for your considera- 
spect in which it can be presented, I would suggest} tion, tue expediency of taking some immediate 
(..¢ propriety of appropriating a share of the divi-| step, in co-operation with the general government, 
dends on bank stock, with such taxes as may be jto extinguish the Indian title to that part of our 
imposed on banks and corporations, with the lands | territory lying west of the Tennessee river. This 
siricken off to the state and forfeited, together tract of country is very valuable, and important 
with such as may be escheated to the common-|in.a commercial view, and its settlement would 
vealth, to raise and constitute a school fund.}add much to the wealth, strength, and population 
"i‘here is reason to believe that a large quantity of} of the state. 
Jand, the property of the commonwealth, is now) I felicitate you and my fellow citizens generally 
h -id by individuals, or unsetuled: [ would therefore | on the harmony of opinion that seems to pervade 
again recominend a revision of the law of escheats,|ournation. Inthe language of president Monroe, 
and the appointinent of escheators. It is probable} discard does not belong to our system of equal 
{iat in some instances land liable to escheat is held | rights, and equal justice. Every honest and hibe- 
by ianocent purchasers; in such cases it would bejral man must rejoice at the prospect of a political 
e yuitable to release the right of the state upan rea- | jubilee, in a deliverance from the despotism of par- 
sonable terins. ty names and feuds, which have so long distract- 
A state library at the seat of government would ; ed the public councils, and poisoned social inter- 
be very useful and convenient, The members of;course. “United we stand, divided we fali’’ was 
{Le legislature, public officers and judges, who at-| the motto of our ancestors, who achieved our glo- 
tend the courts heid at Frankfort, ought not to be/ rious revolution. Let us remember that ours is the 
cnuirely dependent on the private libraries of gen- | only republic on the globe, and that a union among 
t.cinen of the bar, and other citizens—The surplus \ourselves is necessary to insure success to our sys- 
reports of the decisions of the court of appeals be-|tem. Letus therefore obliterate party spirit and 
longing to the commonwealth might be sold or/unite our efforts to give strengih and maturity to 
cachanged fur books. ‘his fund with a small annual our republican institutions.—That we should oc- 
appropriation would probably be sufficient. parca | divide on important questions, which 








1 regret the necessity of once more pressing on | frequently occur, isto be expected. Collisions of 
your aitention the anti-republican and highly cri-| opinion is often useful in eliciting truth, by able 
u.mat practice of selling oflices, which is becom- discussions to which it gives rise. ‘The American 
i.ig tog common and indeed fashionable. Shall the | people were nearly equally divided on the ques- 
public offices jn the republic of Kentucky be an/|tion of adopting or rejecting the federal constitu- 
article of sale inthe market, or the reward of|tion: but this difference of opinion was not madea 
qualifications and integrity? This is the question! ground for eternal proscription or party division. 
tu be decided, if this practice is sanctioned or even|Some difference of opinion occurred with regard 
winked at, it will prove that while we profess, be the national bank, the navy, and many oiher 
tuat the road to public station, is open to all, the | questions which have since arisen. In the progress 
poor as well as the rich, that they are in fact con-| of this government, new and important measures 
mhied exciusively to the latter. ‘Ihe prevalence of|otten produce an honest difference of opinion, 
such pfaclices, especially if countenanced, is evi-| Which ought to be tolerated with the most chari- 
deuce of the decline, if not of the state, of the;table indulgence. Most of these subjects have 
republican purity of the government. I therefore!had their day, and if we take a retrospect of the 
recommend a revision of the laws against selling| history of parties, and public men, in the United 
oilices, and the enaction of severe penalties, and! States, and test them by public sentiments as now 
eifeciual provisions to suppress this pernicious and |settied, all will be found to have been partly right, 
iilicit traffic. and partly wrong—None can claim an exemption 

‘he use of steam boats, in our larger rivers, |from error—And shali rational men, ciiizens of a 
ssems likely to give a new spring to the agricul. free state, be divided by the mere magic of un- 
ture and commerce of the western country, and it | meaning names and terms? A party organized un- 





is believed great advantages would be derived from 
tiie use of them onoaur smaller streams, if some 
practicable plan could be adopted to remove ob- 
siructions, and improve them. Whether this should 
be done at the public expense, or by inducements 
held out to private individuals or companies to un 





der any particular name merely for party or person- 
al objects is dangerous in our republic, and its 
spiritis despotism. In order to preserve the ac. 
countability of public men, a fundamertal princi- 
ple of a free government, it is necessary that the 
people should be in a situation to pass an impar- 


dertake it, L submit to your better judgment. When.1ial judgment upon public measures, and the con- 
it is considered that, most of our fertile lands are|/duct of public men. Influenced by considera- 
distant from the Qhio, and that we are dependent /|tion- of this nature, and a spirit of conciliation, I 
ou our smaller rivers for the transportation of the |have to assure you of my cordial co-operation, in 
greater part of our surplus productions to market, | all measures calculated to promote the happiness, 
the improvement of their navigation seems to de-! and prosperity of our common country. — 

mand the serious consideration and attention ofthe! In closing my communication, I invite you to 
legislature. The state of our public roads, so im-!join me, in returning thanks to the Author of all 
portant in facilitating communication between dif- | good, for the abundant crops, peace and happiness 
ferent parts of the country, and carrying our pro-| with which our state and nation are blessed; and 


i Guce to market, merits your notice. Experience |let us implore him to extend his kind and protect- 


has proved aur pian for impraving and keeping | ing care to our southern brethren now struggling 
As republicans 


} icvy for the purpose, allowing each individual to| ought to be independent of the powers of Europe, 


| payin work on the road for which he may be tax-|nature herself has decreed. From the school of 


i ) ¢4. ‘his mode bas succeeded weil in other states! freedom which we have established, there is réa- 
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son to hope they will learn to institute republican 
forms of government; and although it may not be 
necessary or expedient for us to participate in 
their contests, let us beseech the same kind Provi- 
dence that watched over us in times of difficulty 
and trial, to crown their efforts with success. 
GABRIEL SLAUGHTER. 
Frankfort, Dec. 2, 1817. 


Massachusetts Claims. 


a7The following is the correspondence called for 
by the Hon Samuzt Dana, in the senate of Mas- 
sachusetts, while the subject of compensation to 
major Peirce for his late tour to Washington 
was under consideration. After perusing it, the 
citizens will form their own opinions as to the 
probability of the allowance of the claim now 

urged by Massachusetts for payment of the mi- 

litia called out during the war, but withheld from 

the control of the national government. 
{ Boston Patriot. 
Boston, Sept. 7, 1814. 

Stn—The troops of the United States, which at 
different periods were stationed on the sea-coast of 
this state, have been afterwards ordered to join the 
army on the western frontier, so that very few have 
remained in the state. We have therefore found 
it necessary, in the course of the last and present 
year, to call out small bodies of the militia as 
guards to the towns most exposed. As the danger 
has increased, the number of detached militia has 
been augmented, and I have now issued the enclos- 
ed general order for the protection of Boston and 
the towns and property in its neighborhood, and 
shall immediately issue an order of a similar kind 
for the security of the District of Maine. 

A few weeks since, agreeably to the request 
of general Dearborn, I detached eleven hundred 
militia for three months, for the defence of our sea- 
coast, and placed them under his command as su- 
perintendant of this military district; but such ob- 
jections and inconveniences have arisen from that 
measure, that it cannot now be repeated. The mi- 
litia called out on this occasion, will be placed un- 
der the immediate command of a major-general of 
the militia. 

i will thank you, sir, to consult with the presi- 
dent, and inform me whether the expenses, thus 
necessarily incurred for our protection, will be ul- 
timately reimbursed to this state by the general 
government; and I shall be particularly obliged if 
you will favor me with an answer as soon as may 
be, as the legislature of the state will meet on the 
fifth of the next month. 

fam, sir, with great respect, &c. 

CALEB STRONG. 








Mr. Secretary Monnog. 





Department of war, 17th Sept. 1814. 

Stn—I have had the honor to receive your excel- 
lency’s letter of the 7th inst. 

The attack of the enemy on Baltimore, and the 
Probable eventual attack on other places, with the 
heavy duties incident thereto, pressing on this de- 
partment, have prevented my answering it at an 
earlier day. 

It may be satisfactory to your excellency for me 
to explain the views and principles on which this 
government has acted, in regard to the defence of 
our eastern frontier. 

it was anticipated soon after the commencement 
of the war, that while it lasted, every part of the 
Unien, especially the sea-board, would be exposed 
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to some degree of danger, greater or less accord- 
ing to the spirit with which the war might be 
waged. It was the duty of the government to make 
the best provision against that danger, which 
might be practicable, and it was proper that the 
provision should continue while the cause existed. 

The arrangement of the United States into mi- 
litary districts, with a certain portion of the regu- 
lar force, artillery and infantry, under an officer of 
the regular army, of experience and high rank, in 
each district with power to call for the militia as 
circumstances might require, was adopted, with 
a view to afford the best protection to every part, 
that circumstances would admit. 

It was presumed that the establishment of a 
small force of the kind stated, constituting the first 
elements of an army in each district, to be aided 
by the militia in case of emergency, would be ade- 
quate to its defence.—Such a force of infantry and 
artillery might repel small predatory parties, and 
form a rallying point for the militia, at the more ex. 
posed or important stations, in case of more formid- 
able invasion. A regular officer of experience 
stationed in the district, acting under the authority 


and pursuing the will of the government, might 


digest plans for its defence; select proper points 
for works, asd superintend the erection of them; 
call for supplies of ordnance, for tents and camp 
equipage, for small arms and other munitions of 
war; call for the militia; and dispose of the whole 
force. These duties, it was believed, could not be 
performed with equal advantage by the officers of 
the militia, who being ealled into service for short 
terms, would not have it ia their power, however 
well qualified they might be in other respects, to 
digest plans, and preserve the chain of connection 
and system in the whole business, which seemed to 
ve indispensable. 

On great consideration this arraagement was 
deemed the most eligible that could be adopted 
under the authority of the United States. Indeed 
none other occurred that could be placed ia com- 
petition with it. In this mode the national govern- 
ment acts by its proper organs, over whom it has 
control, and for whose engagements it is respon- 
sible. 

The measures which may be adopted by a state 
government, for the defence ofa state, must be 
considered as its own measures, not those of the 
United States. The expences attending them are 
chargeable to the state, and not to the United 
States. Your excellency will perceive that a dif- 
ferent construction would lead into the most im- 
portant, and as is helieved, into the most pernicious 
consequences. Ifastatecould call out the militia 
and subject the United States to the expense 
of supporting them, at its pleasure, the national 
authority would cease as to that important object, 
and the nation be charged with expenses, in the 
measures producing which, the national govern- 


ment had no agency, and over which it could have - 


no control. This, however, though a serious objec- 
tion to such a construction, is not the most weigh- 
ty. Hy taking the defence of the state into its own 
hands, and out of those of the general government 
a policy is introduced on the tendency of which I 
forbear tocomment. I shall remark only that ifa 
close union of the states, and an harmonious co- 
operation, between them and the general govern- 
ment, are at any time necessary for the preserva, 
tion of their independence, and of those inestima- 
ble liberties which were achieved by the valor and 
blood of our ancestors, that period may be consider- 








ed as having arrived. 
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It follows from this view of the subject, that if 
the force which has been put into service by your 
excellency has been required by major general 
Dearborn, or received by him, and put under his 
command, that the expenses attending it will be 
defrayed by the United States. It follows likewise 
as a necessary consequence, that if this force has 
been called into service by the authority of the 
state, independently of major general Dearborn, 
and be not placed under him, as commander of the 
district, that the state of Massachusetts is charge- 
able with the expense and not the United States.— 
Any claim which the state may have to reimburse- 
ment, must be judged of hereafter, by the compe- 
tent authority, on a full view ofall the circumstan- 
ces attending it. It is a question which is beyond 
the authority of the executive. 

Your excellency will perceive that this govern- 
ment has no other alternative than to adhere to a 
system of defence which was adopted on great con- 
sidertion, with the best view to the general wel- 
fare, or to abandon it, and with ita principle held 
sacred, thereby shrinking from its duty at amoment 
of great peril, breaking the guards deemed neces- 
sary for the public safety, and opening the door to 
other consequences no less dangerous. 

By these remarks it is not intended to convey 
the idea, that a militia officer of superior grade, 
regularly called into service, shall not command an 
officer of the regular army, of inferior grade, when 
acting together. No such idea is entertained by 
the government. The militia are relied on essen- 
tially for the defence of the country. In their 
hands every thing is safe. It is the object of the 
government to impose on them no burthens, which 
it may be possible to avoid; and to protect them in 
the discharge of their duties, in the enjoyment of 
all their rights. 

The varioas points which are attacked and me- 
naced by the enemy, especially in this quarter, 
where they are waging, in considerable force, a pre- 
datory and desolating warfare, make it difficult to 
provide immediately for all the necessary expendi- 
tures. Any aid which the state of Massachuseits 
may afford to the United States to meet these ex- 
penditures, will be cheerfully received, and applied 
to the payment and support of the militia of that 
state in the service of the United States. It will be 
proper that the money thus advanced should be de- 
posited in some bank in Boston, that the disburse- 
ment of it may be made under the authority of the 
government of the United States as in similar cases 
elsewhere. Credit will be given to the state for 
such advance and the amount be considered as a 
loan to the United States. 

I have the honor tobe, &c. 

JAMES MONROE. 








Indian News—Official. 


Copy of a letter from general Mitchell, agent of Indian 
affuirs, to the governor of Georgia, dated Creek 
Agency, 8th January, 1818. 

Sim—'The messenger who was sent below to pro- 
pose terms of peace to the Seminoles, has returned; 


which I received by express. ‘ 

The friendly chiefs and warriors are to meet 
me at this place on the 11th instant, and I have 
great hopes that our differences with the Seminoles 
can, with their assistance, be adjusted. 

I understand that much apprehension prevails 
about the safety with which travellers can pass 








——= —— —= 


the least danger in travelling the road from fort 
Hawkins to the Alabama, by this place and fort 
Mitchell, but I would not advise travellers to use 
the road from fort Perry to fort Gaines; or indeed 
any road as low down.as fort Gaines, for the pre. 
sent. 

I am, with high respect and esteem, your very 
obedient servant, 

D. B. MITCHELL, agent, I. A. 
His excel. Wm. Rabun, Governor, &c, 





Talk of Tustennugee Hopoie, and Hopoie Haijo, to 
the agent of Indian affairs for the Creek nation. 
: Forr Mircusrtt, Dec. 30, 1817. 

My friend—The messenger which was sent to 
the Mickasukies has returned with an answer te 
our Talk. The Mickasukies say it was not them 
that began the war. They were sitting down in 
peace, and the white people came on them in the 
night and fired on them. The Mickasukies are 
still sitting down in their town and doirg no mis- 
chief, and waiting to see if the white people will 
make peace with them. The people that shot at 
the boat and killed all the white people, were the 
oid Red Sticks from the Upper towns, them that 
turned hostilities last war. The man that was 
sent to the Mickasukies (Hopoie Haijo) with a 
peace talk, met the Mickasukies at the half way 
ground coming with a peace talk to us. Mr. Ham. 
bley and Mr. Doyle were taken prisoners—Hopoie 
Haijo saw them. Tustennugee Chapco has gone 
to relieve them, and carry them to the fort at St. 
Marks. 

{ have sent you this little talk now; our meeting 
that you appointed will soon be, and then every 
thing will be made strait. We hear that the ar- 
my has crossed at Hartford. The Cheehaws have 
received two letters from the army, and they had 
no-body to read them, and they don’t know the con- 
tents—and wish the army could be stopped until 
our meeting is over. 

(Signed) Tustennucrere Hepote. 

(Signed) Horpors Ha1so. 

General Mitchell, in a letter to the editors of 
this paper, dated the 9th inst. observes—“There 
does not appear to be any thing new in this quar- 
ter, except the prospect of peace with the Semi- 
noles.”’ {Georgia Journal. 





From the army. 
An express arrived at the executive office yes- 
terday, with the following despatch from general 
Gaines: 
Heap-QuaRTERS, 
Hartford, Georgia, Jan. 8th, 1818, 
Str—I received on my way to this place the 5th 
inst. from lieut. col. Arbuckie, reports of the state 
of his command up to the 2lst December—by 
which I learn that the detachment with transports 
under maj. Muhlenburg had been attacked about 
thirty miles below fort Scott by a force of Indians 
and blacks, estimated at from 8 to 1200—that the 
firing had continued from both sides of the river 
from the 15th to the 19th Dec. and that our loss 
amounted to 2, killed and 13 wounded—the loss of 
the enemy not known. ‘The vessels were so fort: 
fied with bulwarks as to secure our troops from 
the enemy’s shot, except when carrying out the 
anchors to warp, or when working with the rig-J 
ging. 
The loss of a vessel is not apprehended; nor wil! 
the delay be likely to produce any serious cons¢ 
quences to our troops above—their supplies being 





through the nation, It is my opinion there is not! 





sufficient for sometime beyond the period at whic! 
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others I have ordered, and have reason to believe 
are on the way, are expected to arrive; and which 
will be taken up the river in keel boats, secured 
against the-enemy’s shot. 

A small work commanded by captain M’Intosh, 
12 miles above fort Scott, had been attacked and 
surrounded for several days, by a large party; but 
although the captain’s force amounted to no more 
than forty, he maintained his work without the 
loss of aman. ‘The Indians finding themselves un- 
able to make any impression upon the work or 
garrison, and having suffered from our shot, retired. 
Captain M’Intosh’s command has since been with- 
drawn, 

_ A friendly chief, Wm. Perryman, having raised a 

considerable party of warriors on the Chatahochie, 
for the purpose of protecting the friendly traders 
below the line,and of aiding our troops,was attacked 
by the hostile party and is suppoaed to have fallen, 
with Messrs. Hambly and Doyle. It is reported, 
that most of the party were forced (perhaps willing- 
ly) to join the enemy. 

I have received information that a party of In- 
dians entered the settlement near Trader’s Hill a 
few days past, killed a woman, whose name I have 
not learned, and took off some three or four ne- 

oes.* 

I had previously ordered a detachment of artille- 
ry, with two companies of the militia, drawn from 
maj. gen. Floyd’s division, to take a post at Trader’s 
Hill, for the defence of that settlement. I have 
reason to believe the artillery arrived at the hill 
about the time the murder was committed, and the 
militia soon after, and that the Indians were pur- 
sued. 

The residue of the militia taken from maj. gen. 
Floyd’s division (five companies) are ordered to 
this place, for the purpose of reinforcing gen. 
Glascock’s command, excepting one company, 
which will be posted near the Big Bend of Ocmul- 

ee. 
. The detachment under brigadier gen. Glascock, 
delayed by rainy weather, bad roads, and want of 
punctuality in the contractor’s department, will 
not be able to form a junction with the U. States’ 
troops at Fort Scott before the 24th of the present 

month; and as a great part of the detachment will 
probably be disposed to return home soon after the 
end of the month, there is reason to apprehend the 
time will be too limited to make such an impres- 
sion upon the savages, (which one decisive victory 
would effect) as to put an end to the war; and leave 
them convinced, that their future safety will de- 
pend alone upon the strict observance of peace on 
their part. 

Ihave therefore to request the favor of your ex- 
cellency, to furnish an additional detachment of 
militia, to consist of four battalions of infantry, 
with four companies of riflemen, to assemble at 
this place on the first of the next month, prepared 


OCP We understand it is the intention of the go. 
vernor to comply with the above requisition as far 
as may be in his power. Four companies of rifle- 
men cannot be furnished, because it is believed 
there are not so many in the state; and there is 

likelihood, at this inclement season, of their volun- 
teering. Form the defects of our militia laws, with 
regard to the election of officers, it will be impos- 
sible to organize the infantry, and march them tothe 
place of rendezvous by the first of next month.— 
The troops called for, we are informed, will be ta- 
ken from Byne’s, Bell’s (of Oglethorpe) and Glas- 
cock’s brigades. [Georgia Journal. 








CONGRESS. 


SENATE. 
January 29.—After other business, the senate 
proceeded, as in committee of the whole, to the 
consideration of the bill to provide for the surviv- 
ing officers, soldiers, &c. of the revolution. 
Mr. King took a comprehensive view of the prin- 
cipal features of the bill, stated his objections to the 
provision it proposed for seamen, militia, &c. and 
concluded by moving, that the bill be recommitted 
and the committee be instructed to amend the 
same, so as to confine its provisions to a grant of 
half pay for life to the surviving officers of the 
revolutionary army on the continental establish- 
ment, who served for three years, or until the end 
of the war, including those who were entitled, un- 
der a resolve of congress, to balf pay for life; the 
half pay to be so granted, to be ascertained by the 
rank according to which the accounts of the re- 
spective officers were finally settled. 
Mr. Barbour followed, and, after arguing at some 
length to shew the impossibility of providing for 
all included in the bill, and the impracticability of 
discriminating between the different classes pro- 
vided for, moved an indefinite postponement of 
the bill. 
The motion was not decided upon when the se. 
nate adjourned. 
January, 30.—A message was received from the 
president of the United States, communicating to 
the senate, in compliance with their request of the 
22d instant, a report from the secretary of war re- 
lative to the manner in which the troops now ope- 
rating against the Seminole Indians, have been sub- 
sisted, whether by contract, or otherwise, and if 
they have been regularly furnished. 
[The report states, that the troops are regularly 
subsisted by contract; that the forces now operat- 
ing against the Seminole Indians, are within the 
district, the contract for which commenced on the 
15th of June last; that the department of war, anti. 
cipating an increased demand for rations, in that 
quarter, made early anc: liberal advances of money 
to the contractor, to enable him te give prompt 
obedience to the requisition of the commanding 


for a three month’s tour of duty, in the service of general; that requisitions were made for deposits 


the United States. 
I shall make arrangements for the necessary sup- 
phes to be in readiness at this place in due time, 


in advance, under the terms of the contract, at 
the several posts on the frontier of Georgia, and 
in the adjacent territories; that, by the last official 


for arming, equipping, and subsisting the detach- reports these requisitions were not complied with, 


ment. 
I have tht honor to be, with high consideration 

and respect, your obedient servant, 
EDMUND P. GAINES, 


Wis excel. governor Rabun. 





and the commandant had detailed officers to 
supply the deficiency by purchase; that the con- 
tractor reporis,. that he has sent an ample sup- 
ply of rations to Fort Scott, from New Orleans, 


Maj. gen. com’g.| and that they were shipped on the Sth ult.; that 


this supply is intended to be conveyed up the Apa- 
lachicola river, and it is believed may have arrived 


“Luis does not accord very well with the late {at its destination before this period, in which event 





Pacific professions of the Indians--—Fditors Joyrnal. 


the purchases ordered by the general will cease 
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Accompanying the report, is a correspondence, 
shewing the extent of the failure, and the evils ap- 
prehended from an anticipated one, and embracing 
all the information possessed by the war department 
on the subject.] 

The mess ige and report were read and ordered 
to be printed. 

Mr. Wilson submitted the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the senate, 
a statement of all the arms and accoutrements, 
which have been manufactured at the diiferent ar- 
mories of the United States, with the cost of each 
stand.*and the number delivered to each state, re- 
spectively, under the act for arming the whole bo- 
ey of the militia. 

The resolution respecting the Massachusetts 
elaiins, for militia services, Was postponed to Mon- 
day next, and 





The senate closed its doors for executive busi- | 


ness, until about the usual hour of adjournment. 


mittee on the Massachusetts claims, was on motion 
of Mr. Otis further postponed to this day week. 

On motion of Mr. Campbell, the committee of fi- 
nance were discharged from the further conside- 
ration of the message of the president, respecting 
the claim of the heirs of Caron de Beaumarchais 
and it was referred to a select committee, consist- 
ing of Messrs. King, Mason, Campbell, Barbour, 
and Dagget. 

Mr. Campbell offered instructions from the legis- 
lature of the state of Tennessee to their senators, 
to use their exertions to procure the passage of an 
amendment to the constitution of the United States, 
relative to the compensation of members of con- 
gress; and moved that they be received and read— 
hut, on motion, the further consideration thereof 


' 


February 2—The resolution for appointing a y's 





was posponed untilto-morraw. _ 

[This is a matter on which the practice of the se- 
nate is not settled; the propriety of receiving such 
instructions formally by the senate, and entering 
them on record, having been a subject of contesta- 
tion heretofore, and never conclusively decided. ] 

The senate resumed the consideration of the mi-| 
Jitary appropriation bill, and agreed thereto, with 
several amendments; one of which appropriates 
20,000 dollars for brevet extra pay to brevet offi- 








cers on separate commands. 
[The bill in the other house contained an appro- | 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 

Friday, Jan. 30.—The speaker communicated to 
the house, the report of the commissioner of claims, 
on the facts of certain cases jaid before him. 

Mr. Ozile, from the cominittee to whom the sub- 
ject was referred, reported a bill for the relief of 
maj. gen. Arthur St. Clair; which was twice read 
and committed. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter of the 
secretary of the navy, transmitting, in obedience 
to a resolution of the house, copies of proceedin 
of certain naval courts martial, by which capt. Oli- 
ver Hl. Perry, and capt. John Heath, of the marines, 
were tried. 

The message yesterday received, from the presi- 
dent of the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, 
was read as follows. 

To the house of representatives of the United States. 

In compliance with a resolution of the house of 
representatives, of the 224 of December last, re- 
questing information relative to the imprisonment 
and detention in confinement, of Richard W. 
Meade, a citizen of the United States; I now trans- 
mit to the house a report from the secretary of 
state, containing the information requested. 

JAMES MONROE. 

Washington, Jan. 29, 1818. 

DEPARTMEST OF STATE. 

The secretary of state, to whom was referred the 
resolution of the house of representatives of the 
23d of December last, requesting the president to 
cause to be laid before the house, any information 
he may be able to communicate, relative to the im- 
prisonment, and detention in confinement of Rich- 
ard W. Meade, acitizen of the United States, has 
the honor of submitting to the president the accom- 
panying papers, received at the department, on 
that subject; with a letter addressed to the minis- 
ter of Spain, residing here, since the resolution 
of the house, and the answer received from him, 

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS. 
MR. ADAMS TO MR. ONIS. 
Don Louis de Onis, envoy extraordinary, and minister 
plenipotentiary, from Spain. 
DEPARTMENT OF STATE, 
Washingion, 26th Dec. 1817. 

Sir—I am directed by the president of the 

United States, to invite your immediate attention, 


priation of 35,000 for the same object; which was and to urge that of your government, to the case of 


Piere struck out of the bill, and is now reinstated | 
in part by the senate.] | 

The bill, as amended, was ordered to be read a, 
time. 

Daggett submitted for consideration the follow- 
ing resolution: ; C4 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of re- 
pealing or altering the law passed in 1812, estab- 
lishing brevet rank in the army of the United 
States. ‘a ee 

February 3.—The military appropriation bill was 
read a third time, passed, and returned to the house 
of representatives fur concurrence in the amend- 
ments. 

Mr. Campbell submitted for consideration the 


following motion. 





Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
be instrueted te enquire into the expediency of es- 
tablising by law the salaries of Indian agent and 
assistant agents. 

‘The revolutionary patriot bill was postponed to 
Tharsday. 





Richard W. Meade, a citizen of the United States, 
who has been confined since the 2d of May, 1816, 
in the prison Santa Catalina, at Cadiz. 

It has been repeatedly represented to your go- 
vernment by the minister of the United States at 
Madrid, that the imprisonment of this person, was 
under a sentence of a tribunals at Cadiz, condemn- 
ing him pay a second time, a sum of money, which, 
by virtue of a prior decree of the same tribunal, 
he had already paid into the royal treasury. This 
fact has never been denied or contested by your 
government. It has been proved to them by the 
attestations and certificates of their own officers. 

It was to have been presumed that, upon the first 
moment that such a fact was authentically present- 
ed to your government, an order wouid instantly 
have issued from it for the discharge of Mr. Meade 
from his imprisonment. The president regrets 
that after so many and such urgent representations 
in his behalf by the minister of the United States 
at Madrid, it should yet be necessary to address 
this call upon the most common principle of jus- 


‘tice to you. Iam instructed by him to say, that 
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in renewing this demand for Mr. Meade’s immedi- 
ate liberation, he confidently expects it will not be 
in Vain. 

1 pray you, sir, to accept the assurance of my 
very distinguished consideration. 

JOHN Q, ADAMS. 
MR. ONIS TO MR. ADAMS. 
[TRANSLATION] 

The chevalier de Onis, to the secretary of state. 

Str—lI received your note dated the 26th of 
this month, in which, by order of the president, 
you communicate to me what appears to have taken 
place in Spain in the case of a law suit against 
Richard W. Meade, a citizen of these states, in or- 
der tiat I should make the necessary representa- 
tions on this subject to the king my master, and 
solicit his release from confinement. 

In compliance with the wishes of the president, 
ad yours, sir, I shall, with great pleasure, make 
this request in favor of Mr. Meade, although I am 
not informed of the details of the suit instituted 
against him, nor of those which have produced his 
confinement. 

Confiding in the just intentions of the king, and 
his high consideration for the United States, ] must 
hope that his majesiy will attend efficaciously to 
this request, and use his authority in having jus- 
tice promptly done to Mr. Meade, that the laws 
may be observed with the strictest impartiality, 
and no motive or pretext left to doubt of the IM 
MACULATE®* (accendra) purity which has ever 
been acknowledged as the particular attribute of 
the Spanish magistracy. I renew my respects to 
you, sir, and pray God to preserve vou many vearts. 

LUIS DE ONIS. 

Washington city, Dec. 29, 1817. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Md. 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the house 
such information as he may possess, (and which 
may be communicated without injury to the pub- 
lic interest) relative te the claims of the merchants 
of the United States, for their property seized 
and confiscated under the authority of the king of 
Naples. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
means, made a report on the petition of the pew 
holders of the monumental church in Richmond, 
unfavorable thereto: which was read. 

{This petition asks for the remission of the 
amount of duties which have become payable to 
the treasury on the importation of an orzan for 
the said church from abroad. ] 

Mr ‘T'yler moved to reverse the report of the 
committee. 

This produced a lively debate. The committee 
it seems, reported against the petition because 
such an organ might have been obtained in the 
United States. Finally, the motion for a reverse of 
the report was negatived, and the report agreed to. 

The house then resumed the consideration of 
the bill providing for the recovery of fugitive slaves, 


2nd the question having been announced to be on | 


the passage of the bill 


ene 





*It is not our custom to make notes on official 
papers—but “immaculate,” as applied to Ferdi- 
nand the ungrateful—-whose follies or crimes has 
made him the laughing-stock or subject of hate, of 
the world, is really too much to pass, even from De 
Onis, unmarked. We have, therefore, printed it 
in capitals. Ep. Res, 


‘ 


A debate followed. Mr. Adams, of Mass. thought 
that the constitution would not support certain 
features in the bill in favor of the owners of slaves. 
Mr. Anderson, of Ky. supported the bill, and re- 
plied to the objections urged against it. Mr Liver- 
more, of N. H. opposed and Mr. Mason, of Mass. 
defended the bill— Messrs. Holmes, Rhea and Storrs 
spoke on the same side. Mr Witman, of Mass, 
generally approved of the bill, but was opposed to 
ome of its provisions. Mr. Williams, cf Con. then 
spoke against it—when 74 pms 

The question on the passagé of the bill was taken 
and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Abbot, Anderson,Ken. Austin, Baidwin, Bassett, 
Bayly, Bellinger, Bloomfield, Bryan, Burwell, Can:phell, Cobb, 
Colston, Cook, Crawford, Desha, Drake, Earle, Edwards, Frvin,S.C. 
Floyd, Forney, Forsyth, Garnett, Hall, Del. Hall, N. C. Hasbrouck, 
Herbert, Herkimer, Hogg, Holmes, Mass. Hubbard, Johnson, Va. 
Johnson, Ken. Lewis, Little, Lowndes, M'Lane, M’Coy, Marchand, 
Marr, Mason, Mass. Mercer, Middleton, Moore, Mumford, H. Nelson, 
Nesbitt, New, Newton, Ogden, Owen, Palmer, Patterson, Peter, 
Pindall, Pleasants, Poindexter, Quarles, Reed, Rhea, Ringgold, Re- 
bertson, Ken. Robertson, Lou. Ruggles, Sampson, Settle, Slocuinb, 
S. Smith, Bal. Smith, J. S. Smith, Speed, Spencer, Stewart, N. C. 
Storrs, Strother, Stuart, Tompkins, ‘Trimble, Tucker, S.C. Tyler, 
Walker, N. C. Williams, N. C. Wilson, Mass.—84, 

NAYS.—Messrs. Adatns, Allen, Mass. Allen, Vt. Anderson, Pen. 
Ball, Barber,O. Bateman, Beecher, Bennett, Boden, Boss, Claggete, 
Comstock, Crafts, Culbreth, Cushman, Foiger, Fuller, Gage, Hale, 
Hendricks, Herrick, Hiester, Hitchcock, Hopkinson, Hunter, Hunt- 
ingdon, Ingham, Irving, N.¥. Kinsey, Kirtland, Lawyer, Livermore, 
W. Maclay, Wm. P. Maclay, Merrill, Morton, Murray, Ogle, Orr, 
Parrott, Pawling, Pitkin, Rice, Rich, Richards, Savagr, Scudder, 
mergentit, Scybert, Shaw, Sherwood, Silsbee, Ppenetes, Strong, Talt- 
madge, ‘Tarr, Taylor, Terry, Townsend, Upham, Wallace, Wen- 
dover, Whiteside, Whitman, Williams, Con. Williams, N.Y. Wilkin, 
Wilson, Pen.—69. 


So the b’1 was passed and sent to the senate for 
concurrence; and the house adjourned to Monday. 

MM nday, Feb. 2. Areport was received from the 
secretary of war, in compliance with a resolution 
of this house, upon the subject of land warrants is- 
sued and extra pay allowed since the third of 
March last, under the act granting bounties in 
land, &c. to certain Canadian volunteers. 

A letter was received from the secretary ofthe 
treasury, transmitting two statements, the first 
shewing the quantily of land in eagh district in 
which the public lands have been exposed to sale, 
the quantity which has been sold, and the quantity 
which remains for sale; secondly, the emoluments 
of the receivers and registers of the land office for 
four years preceeding Ist October, 1817; which 
was referred to the committee on public lands. 

Mr. Basseté submitted to the house a bill for or- 
ranizing and classing the militia, &c. to be taken 
up upon the consideration of the bill reported du- 
ring this session on the same subject by Mr. Har- 
rison; which was ordered to lie on the table. 

The house then byasmall majority resolved it 
gelf into a committee of the whole, Mr. Desha, iri 














5 


the chair, on the bill for the relief of gen. Arthur 
St. Chair. 

This bill gave rise to a discussion which oecu- 
pied the committee until sun set, in the course of 
which the motives of the aet of 1810, for the re- 
lief of gen. St. Clair, the act of limitations, the 
merits of the petitioner, the justice of his claim &c. 
were all brought into view as well as the propric- 
ty of various amendments offered to the bill. 

A motion made by Mr Forsyth, to amend the biil 
by directing the accounting ofhcers of the treasu- 


+\ry to adjust the claim of gen. St. Clair, and allow 


‘\im the principal and interest of wiatever amount 
may appexur to be due, any law to the contrary not- 
withstanding, was under consideration, when the 
committee rose, and obtained Jeave to sit again; 
after which the house adjourned. 

Tuesday, Feb. 3.—Mr. Mills, from Massachusetts. 
appeared, was qualified, and took his seat. 
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The house took up the amendments of the senate 
to the bill making an appropriation for the payment 
of arrearages in the military establishment and con- 
curred therein. | 

Mr. Williams, of North Carolina, from the com- 
mittee of claims, to whom was referred the report 
of the commissioner of claims on the claim of 
Samuel Hughes, of Maryland, for property destroy- 
ed during the war, reported unfavorably to the 
claim, on the ground that the said claim does not 
fall within the provissons of the 9th section of the 
claims’ law. The report was referred to a commit- 
tee of the whole. 

Mr. Wilkams also made an unfavorable report on 
the petition of Basil Shaw of Tennessee, who prays 
compensation for a slave killed, whilst in his em- 
ploy in the military service, by a cannon ball, 
before New Orleans, on the morning of the 8th of 
January; which was read and concurred in. 

The amendments of the senate to the annual 
military appropriation bill was taken up and re- 
ferred to the committee of ways and means. 

Mr. Forsyth laid upon the table the following 
resolution, the consideration of which he gave no- 
tice he should move for to-morrow. — 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to enquire whether the bank of the 
United States is authorized by its charter to re- 
ceive as pledge or security for loans made to indi- 
viduals or corporations, transfers of public debt 
made to the bank, or to any offices thtreof, and if 
in their opinion such transfers are not authorized 
by the act of incorporation, to report to the house 
some effectual mode of preventing them from being 
hereafter made. 

Mr. Trimble submitted for consideration the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the demand made by the presi- 
dent of the United States for the liberation of 
Richard W. Meade, a citizen of the United States, 
detained in confinement in the castle of Santa Ca- 
talina at Cadiz, ought to be supported and enforced 
by vesting the president with authority to make 
reprisals, in the event of a failure on the part of 
Spain, promptly to discharge the said Meade. 

Mr. Trimble supported his motion with a brief 
but spirited speech. «Mr. Forsyth was not prepar- 
ed to express a definite opinion on the subject— 
he wished time to examine. He moved that the 
resolution should lie on the table, which was final- 
ly agreed to mem. con. 

Mr. Lowndes, after briefly explaining the liability 
of the government to be defrauded of its revenue by 
drawbacks on the re-exportation of foreign liquors 
from the absence of any means of indentifying them, 
except the marks on the casks, &c. moved the 
following resolution: 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and 
means be instructed to enquire into the expediency 
of making provision by iaw for allowing foreign 
wines and distilled spirits to be deposited in the 
stores of the government, and of limiting-the draw- 
back on exportation to such as shall have been so 
deposited. 

The resolution was agreed to. 

The house then resumed the unfinished business 
of yesterday, and again went into a committee of the 
whole on the bill for the relief of gen. A. St. Clair. 

The debate on the merits of this case, and on the 
propriety of Mr’ Forsyth’s amendment, was resum- 
ed and continued with increased ardor and usu- 
al eloquence, until after four o’clock, when the 
committee rose, by the casting vote of the chairman, 
and obtained leave to sit again. The house adj’d. 
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Wednesday, Feb. 4.—The motion submitted yes- | 


terday by Mr. Forsyth, was taken. up and agreed 
to as follows: ; 

Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inguire whether the bank of the 
United States is authorized by its charter to re- 
ceive as pledge or security for loans made to indi- 
viduals or corporations transfers of public debt 
made to the bank, or to any officers thereof, and if, 
in their opinion such transfers are not authorized 
by the act of incorporation, to report to the bouse 
some effectual mode of preventing them from being 
hereafter made. 

The speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting the an- 
nual statement of miscellaneous claims paid during 
the year 1817; of contracts made at the treasury in 
in the same year on behalf of the United States; 
and of payments by collectors in 1815 and 1816, in 
relation to the revenue and the temporary relief of 
sick and disabled seamen. 

Mr. Lowndes, from the committee of ways and 
means, made a report on the amendment of the se- 
nate to the bill making the annual appropriations 
for the military establishment; which was read and 
made the order of the day for this day. 

The house, then, on motion of Mr. Lowndes, sus- 
pended the preceding orders, and forthwith resolv- 
ed itself into a committee of the whole, Mr. Bas- 
seit in the chair, on the said report. 

The first amendment made by the senate to the 
bill, was the insertion of a provision appropriating 
$20,000 for additional pay, rations, &c. to officers 
having brevet commissions, when commanding se- 
parate posts, districts, or detachments, requiring 
them to act in their brevet rank. 

This amendment the committee of ways and 
means recommended to the house to disagree to, 
and on this question the debate was revived, which 
had engaged the house when the bill was first in- 
troduced—embracing in its scope the expediency 
of continuing brevet emolument, the propriety of 
defeating an existing law by refusing the appro- 
priations necessary to give it effect, &c. &c.a view 
of which may be hereafter presented. The gentle- 
men who joined in the discussion, were Messrs. 
Lowndes, Mercer, Harrison, Clay, Smith, of Mary- 
land, Terry, Hopkinson, Storrs, Colston and Forsyth. 

The question was finally decided against the se- 
nate’s amendment. 

The committee agreed successively to the other 
amendments of the senate, which produced no de- 
bate, and rose and reported their proceedings to 
the house. 

The house took up the report of the committee 
of the whole, and in concurring therewith on its 
disagreement to the first amendment of the senate, 


the question was decided as follows: 

For the senate’s amendment.—Messrs. Baldwin, Ball, Blount, 
Colston, Cruger, Forney, Fuller, Harrison, Herkimer, Ingham, 
Irving, N. Y¥. Jones, Kinsey, Lewis, Livermore, Mercer, T. M, Nel- 
son, Ogden, Ogle, Orr, Palmer, Parrott, Peter, Pindall, Poindexter, 
Robertson, Lou. Seybert, Alex. Smyth, Spencer, Stoors, Terry, 
Williams, N. Y. Wilson, Mass.—32. 

Against the amendment— Messrs. Abbot, Adams, Allen, Vt. An- 
derson, Pa. Anderson, Ken. Austin, Barbour, Va. Bassett, Bateman, 
Bayley, Bellinger, Bennett, Bloomfield, Boden, Boss, Bryan, Bur- 
well, Butler, Campbell, Claggett, Claiborne, Cobb, Comstock, Cook , 
Cratts, Culbreth, Cushman, Desha, Drake, Earle, Edwards, Elli- 
cott, Ervin, S. C. Floyd, Folger, Forsyth, Gave, Garnett, Hale, 
Hall, Del. Hali, N. C. Hendricks, Herbert, Merrick, Heister, Hoge, 
Holmes, Mass. Holmes, Con. Hopkinson, Hubbard, Hunter, Huni- 
ingdon, Johnson, Va. Lawyer, Linn, Little, Lowndes, McLane, W. 
Maclay, W. P. Maclay, M‘Coy, Marchand, Merrill, Mills, Moore, 
Morton, Mosely, Mumford, Murray, Jer.Nelson, H. Nelson, Nesbitt, 
New, Newton, Owen, Patterson, Pawling, Pitkin, Porter, Quarles. 
Reed, Rhea, Rice, Rich, Richards, Ringgold, Robertson,, Ken, 
Ruggles, Sampson, Savage, Sawycr, Scudder, Sergeant, Settle, 
Shaw, Sherwood, Silsbee, Slocumb, S. Smith, Balt. Smith, J. S. 
Smith, Southard, Spangler, Speed, Stewart, N. C. Strong, Strother, 
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Stuart,Md. Tallmadge, Tarr, Taylor, Tompkins, Townsend, Trim- | one end, first taking oath against amulets and 
ble, Tucker, Va ene 8.0, Sree een, noe ba “a ‘sorcery! If the appellee beso far vanquished that 

i Vv e ° + ind 
lace. Wendover, Whiteside, Williams, Con. Williams, "|he cannot or will not fight any longer, he shall be 


Wilson, Pen.—125. } I 
‘The remainder of the report was then agreed to |adjudged to be hanged immediately: and then, as 
well as if he be killed in battle, provider.ce is deem- 


—and the house adjourned. 
Thursday, Fed. 5.—The house was almost the/ed to have determined in favor of the truth, and 
his blood shall be attained. Butif he kills the ap- 


whole of this day occupied with the bill for the re- e4 
pellant, or can maintain the fight from sun-rising 


lief of gen. St. Clair. ‘There was amendment af- 
ter ametdment, and when the blank was to be fill- | till the stars appear in the evening, he shall be ac- 
quitted. So also, if the appellant becomes re- 


ed up for his monthly pension—80, 75, 70% were 
severally proposed and rejected—60 was agreed {creant, and pronounces the horrible word craven, 
he shall lose his iberam regem, and become infam- 





ex 
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upon in committee of the whole, but 50 was mov- 
ed for in the house and lest; 60 was carried by yeas!ous; andthe appellee shail recover his damages, 
and nays—yeas 122, nays 40, and after several other jand shall be forever quit, not only of the appeal, 
motions about it, the bill was ordered to a third |but all indictments likewise for the same offence. 
reading to morrow. _ This case may probably cause the repeal of such 
A message was received, by Mr. secretary Cutts, jan absurd and foolish law. 

announcing the insisting of the senate on their FRANCE. 

amendment to the military appropriation bill, on| The chamber of deputies were occupied in new- 
the subject of extra allowance to brevet officers in |}modeling the law for regulating the hberty of the 
certuin cases, which amendment had been disagreed | press. Complaints have been made to the Swiss go- 
to by the house of representatives. vernment of the freedom of their press; and, no 


doubt, it will be also regulated there. Switzerland 
was the last place in Europe where the French 
exiles expected the liberty of expressing their opi- 
ENGLAND, &c. nions—but “legitimacy” has pursued them thither. 

A sleight-ofhand-man attempting to play the, It is stated that prince Hardenburg, the Prussian 
trick of catching a ball fired from a pistol, by ambassador, has presented an official note, com- 
some mistake handed a pistol really charged, plaining of a passage in his majesty’s speech at the 
which being fired at him killed him instantly. ‘opening of the session, and the address of the cham- 

The average price of wheat, Nov. 29th was 82s.| ber of deputies in reply to it. This official has ex- 
Od. per quarter, which being 2s.9d. over the mazi-| cited a strong sensation in Paris, from the emphatic 
mum by which the admission of foreign breadstuffs |manner in which the Prussian minister complains of 


is regulated, it is said to be unquestionable that an the declaration put forth respecting the treaties, 
order of council will be issued for opening the and his demand of explanation. 


ports. ; According to the last census, the present popu- 
About 20 of the persons convicted of treason; lation of France is 29,045,099 inhabitants. 


have been sent to Botany Bay. Paris, December 4.—The king, on the proposition 

The British government has coptracted with the | of his minister, secretary at war, has accepted the 
emperor of Austria for 300,000 loads of timber | offers made by 237 military men,retired on pensions 
from the forests of Croatia and Dalmatia, for the jin the several departments, to renounce the fifth of 
use of the navy, to be received in part payment of) their pensions, which had been detained in the first 
the Austrian debt. It is said to be some of the finest | quarter of 1814. His majesty has seen, with satis- 


naval timber in the world, and a contract has been| faction, their anxiety to cuncur in the relief of the 
made with two merchants for the conveyance of it 








Foreign Articles. 





from Trieste and the Dalmatian ports to England. 

Curigus law case.—A certain Abraham Thornton 
was indicted for the murder of young woman named 
Ashford, of which he was acquitted, though proba. 
bly guilty. The brother of the unfortunate girl 
appealed, and in this case the old custom of ‘trial by 
battle’? came before the court. The prisoner plead 
“not guilty; and Iam ready to defend the same with 
my body,” at the same time throwing down a gaunt- 
lett_or glove. Lord Ellenborougn and the rest of the 
judges seem to have been much perplexed with the 
case; but when the counsel for Ashford would have 
set aside the observance of an obsolete and barba- 
rous ¢ustom, saying, that the murderer of the sister 
ought not to be allowed to prove his innocence by | 











state. In the department of the Oise, 234 military 
men have made a similar resignation in favor of the 
royal treasury. 


}every particular, are yet profound secrets. 








murdering the brother also: his lordship said—*‘ts zz 


SWITZERLAND. 

The interesting, though servile Swiss, have, at 
the instigation of France and Austria, taken 
measures to prevent the dissemination of “revo- 


tionary” writings, as noticed under “France.”— 


Yet the Swiss talk of their liberty and gicry in 
their 7J'el/, whose arrow reached the heart of a 
tyrant. 

RUSSIA AND SPAIN. 

The facts respecting the late negcciations be. 
tween Russia and Spain, as well as their extent in 
lt is 
intimated that Ferdinand only, on the side of Spain, 
is acquainted with them. It is hinted that the 


the law of England, and we must not call it murder.” \ British ambassador at Madrid has pressed the 
Afier many proceedings of a very curious character, |Spanish government as to the reports he had 
the case was postponed to the next term to be held |heard about the transfer of Minorca, &e. im which 


in ‘he present month, January. 

It appears that the ‘ast trial by battle that was | 
waged in the court of common pleas at Westmin. | 
ster was 13 Eliz. A.D. 1571. This species of trial 
was introduced into England among other Norman 
customs, by William the conqueror. ‘lhe com- 
batants ineet bare-headed and bare-footed—the 
appellee with his head shaved, the appellor as 
usual, but both dressed alike. They meet at sun 





rise, and fight with siaves of one length, horned at 


the minister, Pizarro, said, in reply, there was no 
foundation. 
SPAIN. 

Cadiz is in a most deplorable condition, its com- 
merce entirely destroyed, and the greatest misery 
prevails here, and in the island where captains of 
royal men of war, and royal brigadiers are seen 
begging alms, in the streets. Aurora. 

Paris, Nov. 28. The: Thovlouse Journal con- 


‘tains the following notification.—‘‘We are autho 
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rized to state, that according to thenew commu- 
nications which have taken place, between the 
ministers of his Britannic majesty and the French 
ambassador in London, it is the intention of the 
English government no longer to receive in their 
ports any Spanish refugees who may repair 
thither.” 
“SPANISH AMERICA.” 
The Buenos Ayrean government brig Aguila, 





— - - — 


| <A vessel, prize of a Venezuela privateer, had 
also arrived at that port in distress—and a survey 
being had, she was reported to the government as 
unfit to proceed on her voyage: on which permissio1 
was given to sell vessel and cargo at public auction; 
and the proceeds after providing for the support 
of the captain and his crew, were directed to be 
retained a year and a day, to allow the prize mas- 
ter due time to prove the validity of the capture. 





bas captured the Spanish ship Perla, from Cadiz) It is stated that the United States sloop of war, 


for Lima, with a cargo valued at $350,000 and 
sent her into Coquimbo. 

Several privateers were fitting out at Buenos 
Ayres. A prize worth $200,000 had just arrived. 
The two Portuguese Indiamen, worth tive millions, 
had been given up. 

The National Intelligencer says—In speaking of 
the reported mediation of Great Britain between 
Spain and her colonies—of which we believe there 


‘Hornet is under sailing orders for Cape Henry, 
|( Hayti) and that an ambassador will proceed in her 
to demand from the king of Hayti indemnification 
for sequestered American property. 





— 


CHRONICLE. 





|: The supreme court of the United States is in ses- 
‘sion at Washington. All the judges are present. 


is little doubt—the National Advocate, of New-| Error.—Gen. Brown is not the president of the 


York, takes this view of the subject: 
‘‘Nearly all the allied powers have solicited 


Jefferson county agricultural society, as stated in 
our Register of the 17th ult. page S39. He is one 


Great Britain, the only efficient nation, to interfere | of the vice presidents. The president, we believe, 


in behalf of Spain; this has been refused, and, at 
length they have consented to become “mediator's.”” 
Tiis determination is of the highest importance to 
the patriot cause, as it prevents the British from 
aiding any confederacy against them—and, on the 
contrary places that government in a friendly light. 
In this mediation, Great Britain will not fail to im- 
prove their commercial relations, and, from a closer 
examination of the benefits to be derived, they will 
keep Spain and her colonies at a respectable dis- 
tance, and in the event of independence, will claim 
from the patriots the reward of an advantageous 
neutrality, and a profitable mediation. 

The following intelligence, decisive of the fate 
of the unfortunate Miwa, is translated from the 
Mexican gazettes, received in Washington city. 
From the Gazette Extraordinary of Meazico, of No- 

vember 1, 1817. 
Sr1ao, Oct. 27, 1817. 

Most excellent sir—It is with the greatest plea- 
sure 1 communicate to your excellency that I have 
taken prisoner the traitor Mina, together with 
twenty-five of his principal partisans, at the post 
of Benadito, appertaining to the plantation of Fla- 
chiquera, where he was stationed with 200 men.— 
Half of them were killed, as well as the ringleader 
Moreno, whose head I caused to be brought to this 
place, where I have just arrived. I will send itto 
general don Pasqual Linan as soon as possible; and 
I now anticipate this information to your excellen- 
on amount of its importance. God preserve your 
excellency many years. 

FRANCISCO ORRANTIA. 
His excellency the vice roy 

don Juan Ruiz de Apodaca. 

From Vera Cruz, November 7, 1817. 

Besides the capture of Mina, and the destruc- 
tion of all his band, I have to communicate to you 
another important event; namely, that the ring- 
leader Bergara has just delivered himself up, with 
ail his men, to the royal troops at Puente del Rey, 
by availing himself of the Indulto published on the 
occasion of the queen having been happily deliver- 
ed of a princess. 

HAYTT. 

A Portuguese vessel, the supercargo and mate 
being dead, and the captain and several of the 
crew sick, with a cargo of slaves, put into cape 
Henry—where she was immediately seized by 
the Haytian government, and the slaves were set 
at lrberty. 


\is Chamount de Ray, esq. 


Maryland. A bill has passed the senate 7 to 4 
for altering the constitution so as to provide for 
the election of governor (not by the people) but by 
counties, in the manner the senate is chosen; and to 
abolish the council. 

A resolution has passed the house of delegates, 
oe and requiring the governor to open a 
icorrespondence immediately with the executives 
iof Pennsylvania and Delaware, to remonstrate 
| against the protection given in those states to run- 
away negroes, by which serious imconvenience is 
experienced by the owners of slaves. 

Indian war. Some official papers relating to the 
war with the Seminole Indians are inserted in page 
390. We have the general order of the governor 
of Georgia, calling out eight companies of militia, 
at the requisition of gen. Gaines, for a tour of three 
months; and it seems from a Knoxville paper, that 
gen. Jackson is taking measures, by direction of 
the president, to finish this war immediately— 
calling for 1000 mounted Tennesseans. That they, 
‘added to Gaines’ force, will soon finish it, cannot 
be doubted. 

Knoxville, Jan. 20.—The Arkansas delegation of 
Cherokee Indians, which has been here for some 
days past, bas been clothed and equipped under 
the superintendence of gov. McMinn, for a visit to 
Washington city, for which place they left here on 
the 16th inst. The object of this delegation, we 
understand, is to have an interview with the presi- 
dent of the United States with a view to obtain his 
permission to establish a sepurate and distinct go 
vernment for themselves in the Arkansas country, 
and to dissolve all obligations which they have heme- 
tofore been under to the Cherokees wth.o reside east 
of the Mississippi. This object, should it be ef- 
fected, will promote the emigration of the Chero- 
kees and hasten the extinguishment of their clain 
to the country in which they now reside. This 
event bas tong and anxiously been looked for, and 
cannot be less desirable to the citizens of ‘Tennes- 
see than to the officers of the general government, 
whose promptitude and zeal in carrying the treat) 
into effect is highly characteristic of the rulers of 
the people. 

Gov. McMinn, who has been instructed by the 
president ef the United States to superintend the 
delivery of the property stipulated to be given to 
the Arkansas emigrants, will leave here, we under- 
| stand, to-morrow for the Cherokee agency. 
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